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Children Out of Detention 
8 June 2004

PRESS RELEASE 12/2004

FOR WHOM THE BELL TOLLS 

On Thursday, 10 June 2004, the sound of bells will be heard ringing all around Australia. They will ring in protest against the continued imprisonment of children in immigration detention. 

In Sydney, community leaders, celebrities and families will gather at Town Hall to call for the release of all children from detention. 162 children will symbolically represent a detainee child or infant. 

When: Thursday, 10 June 2004. Arrive at 4 pm. From 4:30–5 pm speakers address the audience.  Bells ring around the country at 5 pm. 

Where: Sydney Square, between Town Hall and St Andrew’s Cathedral.

Who: Church dignitaries including Rabbi Raymond Apple, Bishop David Cremin, Father Frank Brennan; Director of the NSW Institute of Psychiatry, Dr Louise Newman; former detainee young people; 162 children from schools around Sydney; Senator Andrew Bartlett, Democrats Leader; Ms Tanya Plibersek, Federal Member for Sydney; Mr John Valder, former President of Liberal Party.

Background: The Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission (HREOC) report A last resort? has recommended that all children in detention be released by 10 June. The passing of this deadline without the release of the children will launch protests around the nation.

A last resort? contains horrific stories of child abuse. It catalogues the sacrificing of boat children and their families in the name of border protection.

“If anyone else treated children this way they would face charges of child abuse,” ChilOut spokesperson Dianne Hiles said today.

Babies in Villawood, Nauru and Baxter have spent their entire lives behind razor wire. The 74 children on Nauru have been there for at least 30 months. In South Australia, to this day, there are many children detained for over three years and some for longer than four.

ChilOut is calling for the release of all children and families from detention, and the repeal of legislation that allows the detention of children and their families.  

The HREOC media pack and statistics are available at: 
" 

http://www.humanrights.gov.au/human_rights/children_detention_report/media_pack/index.html



CONTACTS: ChilOut, Dianne Hiles, 0425 244 667; former detainee children via Alanna Sherry, 0417 177 530; Democrats Leader Andrew Bartlett, 0400 729 555 (Rowena Bew); Federal Member for Sydney Tanya Plibersek, 0417 777 787; Rev Elenie Poulos, Uniting Church, 0417 431 853; Dr Louise Newman, 0418 453 447; Dr Graham Thom, Amnesty International Australia, 0411 140 077; NSW Division of Paediatrics, Dr Bijou Blick, 0409 747 660; John Valder, 9997 2695.
ChilOut (Children Out Of Detention) is a group of parents and citizens opposed to the mandatory detention of children in Australian immigration detention centres. 
www.chilout.org
