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PRESS RELEASE 18/2004

MORE CHILDREN IN DETENTION SINCE ELECTION

ChilOut is outraged to learn that the number of children in detention has increased since the federal election. Enough is enough - ChilOut calls on the Minister for Immigration to amend the Bridging Visa regulations so that all children in detention can immediately be released with their families.

As around 60,000 students around Australia sit for their HSC today, there's one who will not be joining their ranks. Velicia was supposed to be sitting for her HSC exams this week. But on 27 October she was taken to Villawood - in the middle of her HSC - despite an undertaking from the Department of Immigration that she would not be detained. 

Also at Villawood threatened with deportation is the Naikelekele family, with five children. Three of the children are Australian citizens. “The situation is a mess and is destroying so many childhoods,” said ChilOut spokesperson Dianne Hiles.

ChilOut calls on the Prime Minister to bring Australian laws and policies into line with the Convention on the Rights of the Child. Current law must be reformed so that there is a presumption against the detention of children for immigration purposes. Minimum standards of treatment for children in immigration detention must be codified in legislation.

More than 100 children are in immigration detention:
	Place detained
	No. of kids
	Main nationality

	Villawood 
	48 children
	Tongan

	Nauru 
	16 children
	Iraqi

	Port Augusta Housing Project
	16 children
	Chinese

	Christmas Island 
	11 children
	Vietnamese

	Home detention
	11 children 
	Afghan

	Baxter 
	3 children
	unknown

	Total: 105 children held in various places of detention
	
	


CONTACTS: Dianne Hiles, 0425 244 667; Alanna Sherry 0417 177 530.

ChilOut (Children Out Of Detention) is a group of parents and citizens opposed to the mandatory detention of children in Australian immigration detention centres. 

www.chilout.org
