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16 November 2004

PRESS RELEASE 19/2004

STAND UP FOR REFUGEES RALLY

A broad cross-section of Australian society will rally at Parliament House at lunchtime today to maintain public awareness of refugee and detention issues. Thousands of refugee supporters will ask politicians to use their commonsense and compassion in the next parliamentary term.
The crowd at the “Stand Up for Refugees” will represent the thousands of Australians who care about this issue and are swelling in numbers. They simply demand humane and dignified treatment of asylum seekers and respect for their human rights. The return of the Coalition Government does not give it a mandate for human rights abuses. 

When: Tuesday, 16 November 2004. Arrive at 12pm for music/entertainment. From 12:30–1:30pm speakers address the audience.  The crowd will march away from Parliament House at 1:30pm. 

Where: Parliament House, Canberra – front lawn.

Who: Riz Wakil (Afghan refugee), Joseph Perieris (Sri Lankan asylum seeker), Merlin Luck, Tony Kevin, Senator Bob Brown, Senator Linda Kirk, ChilOut Ambassadors, refugee advocates.

Background: The recent federal election has encouraged refugee supporters from around the country to send a strong message to Parliament on its first sitting day, inviting parliamentarians to join them in standing up for refugees’ human rights. 

The rally will call for:

(
An end to mandatory indefinite detention and the release of all asylum seekers in detention.

(
Permanent protection and citizenship – an end to temporary and bridging visas.

(
An end to the “Pacific Solution” and protection for Nauru detainees.

CONTACTS: ChilOut: Dianne Hiles, 0425 244 667; Refugee Action Coalition: Gillian Davy 0421 109 474; Rural Australians for Refugees: Anne Coombs (02) 4883-7268 (Tuesday only); Merlin Luck 0433 113 055; Riz Wakil 0405 157 085.
http://www.rac-vic.org/ Refugee Action Coalition

http://www.ruralaustraliansforrefugees.org/ Rural Australian for Refugees
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