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Lying is not the issue?

Rural Australians for Refugees will make sure that trust is an election issue in all 15 marginal rural and regional seats in NSW, Victoria and Queensland.

“Mr Howard may believe that his Government’s treatment of asylum seekers in the lead-up to the last election ‘is not an issue’ for most people, he will find that it is very much an issue for the thousands of rural and regional Australians whose lives have been touched by refugees,” RAR national co-ordinator Rob Simpson said yesterday.

“Local candidates will be held accountable for their party’s refugee policy. The lies and spin that typified the last election will simply not be tolerated by the electorate.”

John Howard yesterday said that trust would be a central issue in the election campaign. Yet he brushed over questions about his Government’s handling of the ‘children overboard’ affair.

When that event occurred in 2001, Mr Howard faced very little organized opposition. “Things are very different today,” Mr Simpson said.

RAR has 87 groups in towns across Australia, with active supporters in every marginal rural electorate. And it is in these electorates that the outcome of the election will likely be decided.

During the election campaign RAR people will be engaging with political candidates and holding public discussions on the refugee issue. Local candidates will be ‘scored’ on their attitudes to refugee policy.

“Mr Howard will find that people do care about trust, they do care about being lied to, they do care about innocent people being demonized for political gain.”

Since 2001 thousands of refugees have moved to rural and regional areas and become valued members of their local communities. Getting to know a refugee has been a life-changing experience for many people”, Mr Simpson said.

“The Government has already felt the pressure from these electorates to change their stance on refuees and has attempted to shift their policy to appear more humane.  “Nothing has really changed and groups from across Australia will be working to remind voters of that. 

“Thousands of rural and regional Australians intend to make the point to politicians of whatever persuasion that, for them, lying and deception is an issue.”

Contacts:

Rob Simpson  (02) 6655-3561

Anne Coombs (02) 4883-6098 or 4883-7268
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