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In the name of God the most merciful and compassionate.

Good morning ladies and gentleman, TEACHERS AND FELLOW STUDENTS. As you all

know my name is Sayed, I am honoured to be given the opportunity to speak here and I am

thankful to my teachers.

Firstly I would like to say that my topic is about refugees. I don't think refugees are treated appropriately, let me explain why. Refugees and other people who have suffered human rights abuse, come to Australia to seek safety from persecution. If these people were to return home they would face possible death, torture or violence.

These people would return home as soon as they could but they cannot because they fear for their lives, women and children are forced to take desperate measures to seek protection. Australia was one of the first countries in the world to sign the refugee convention in 1971. This refugee convention is the international law that sets out the rights of refugees across the world. The convention and the universal declaration of human rights are given to refugees to seek asylum if they have a well-founded fear of persecution.

All Governments such as Australia who have signed the convention, must make sure that asylum seekers are treated with dignity and respect when they arrive.

I think Australia should accept the boat people, they have come to Australia because of the discrimination of their ethnic group, race, religion family members or political reason. Refugees come here taking enormous risks, facing danger and spending a lot of money. Most Australians are boat people, British people settling first in 1788 they invaded the Aboriginal people’s country. Refugees are not treated appropriately; the refugee convention signed by Australia is ignored. People are in detention centres without proper help and support; some people have been kept in Detention for up to four years. It is unrealistic to expect refugees to have all their documents with them, it would be far too dangerous because our government would not help with documents - they aim to make it difficult.

The Australian government must find a way to identify us and give us help without needing to have documents. In my opinion the Government dose not have the right to reduce refugees the numbers of official refugees intake because of illegal arrivals. There are not many illegal arrivals and a country like Australia should and must be able to help with the boat people.

Refugees want to live in a safe environment and in a democratic country. 80% of boat people have refugee status.

Please go away today and give a moment's thought to what it would be like to live under these circumstances.

Thank you for listening.

