WORLD REFUGEE DAY

Senator Andrew Bartlett, Federal Leader, Australian Democrats

Sunday June 20, 2004

Time for Australia to make a fresh start on World Refugee Day

The Government has a shameful record on refugees and asylum seekers, and Australians are increasingly wise to it, said the Australian Democrats today – World Refugee Day.

Over twelve thousand people have seen 'Truth Overboard' a short clip about the Government's treatment of asylum seekers, on the Democrat's website.

http://www.liedetectors.net.au/free_the_refugees/movie/ We are aiming to have 50,000 people see 'Truth Overboard' before the election," said Democrats leader Senator Andrew Bartlett.

Senator Bartlett called on the Government to declare an 'amnesty' for all asylum seekers currently in detention, including those on Nauru, and guarantee that refugees in Australia on temporary visas will be able to stay.  “We also call on the ALP to implement this if elected to Government.”
"An amnesty for asylum seekers would clear help us make a fresh start towards rebuilding cross-party support for a humane and sensible refugee policy."

Senator Bartlett, who has twice visited the detainees on Nauru in the past year, has urged the Nauru detainees not to hunger strike. "We support the detainees, but hunger strikes often deter Government action, because they do not want to be seen to have responded to a hunger strike."

 "The Democrats continue to challenge the Immigration Minister to go to Nauru, meet with detainees and explain to the Australian people why we are wasting taxpayers' money on locking them up.” 

Senator Bartlett also asked the Government to confirm whether Australian police or security personnel in Nauru were assisting to prevent boats of Australian refugee advocates from landing on the island. The Flotillas of Hope are just arriving at Nauru, but they have been refused visas.

Senator Bartlett said the Flotillas of Hope were a peaceful protest and should be given visas.

"The Government is just trying to keep asylum seekers out of sight and out of mind," he said.

 

 

Kate Reynolds, Member South Australian Legislative Council

Saturday 19th June 2004
 

World Refugee Day is no day for celebration

 

The Australian Democrats have today raised more concerns about the level of despair at the Baxter Immigration Detention Centre near Port Augusta.

Australian Democrats Spokesperson for Refugees, Kate Reynolds MLC said “people who have visited the detention centre this week have told me that they that hold grave fears for the lives of some of the asylum seekers who have been in detention for four years”.

“And the number of incidents which reflect the growing despair and frustration is increasing.  

“Just last night, on the eve of World Refugee Day (Sunday 20th June) there was an overnight incident which highlights the fact that the Government's insistence on locking up asylum seekers for prolonged periods of time is causing immense and unnecessary suffering to people who have often already endured an enormous amount.  Every time the detainees are locked down, the phone services to the Centre are cut by management, and another traumatised person is sent to solitary confinement, the level of anxiety and stress increases.

“The government tells the public that these people should return to their country of birth if they don’t want to be locked up indefinitely in Australia, without acknowledging that many people would never have fled in the first place if they did not have very good reason.

“The Howard Government spends two million dollars a week keeping people in isolated maximum security prisons for years and years at a time, sometimes in solitary confinement, while simultaneously denying any responsibility for their fate.

“When individual detainees tell their Australian-born friends and supporters that they have lost the will to live, and take desperate action to draw attention to their plight, it is time for the government to say enough is enough.

"No policy that causes more damage and suffering to already traumatised people and innocent children is justifiable.

“And the result is clear.  At Baxter we have a pressure cooker environment where people are, one by one, and family by family, giving up hope of starting their lives over in a safe haven and are losing the will to live.

“The real truth about the impact of prolonged imprisonment of men, women and children should be acknowledged by the Howard Federal Government and the Rann State Government and these people should be immediately moved to proper community detention.

 “We genuinely fear that it will only be a matter of time before there is a death - for which the Australian Government will be held responsible,” Ms Reynolds said.

(The Australian Democrats will move a motion in State Parliament later this month condemning the Federal Government for failing to ensure that Australia’s detention laws comply with obligations under the Convention on the Rights of the Child.)
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Children Overboard, Weapons Overboard, Truth Overboard.
This is why we need the Australian Democrats in the Senate.
 

 

