Letter to the Minister for Immigration, Senator Amanda Vanstone. 

Presented to the Minister in Canberra by ChilOut Ambassadors on 13 March 2004.

Dear Minister,

I am one of the citizens of this great country and also this unique world of ours.

I am not that experienced about this world, but I am old enough to see the situations that happen in our society today. You can see what all people hate to see, that is war!!!

This is the reason that many people leave their country, their mother country, and escape to another country to get a better life. Who doesn’t want that?

The topic that I want to discuss with you is about the people in detention centres.

I do understand why you keep them in detention centres, but if you think about it, I am sure that a terrorist will find a much, much easier way to come to Australia and attack this beautiful country of God.

This explains why people that come on their unsafe and therefore unpleasant boats to Australia aren’t terrorists.

The other reason why these people risk their sweet life to seek refuge in this country is because of the terrorists that attacked their country. So why would they try to do the same horrible thing to somebody else’s country?

My final argument is about keeping children in the detention centres.

Have you ever thought about kids growing up with a significant amount of their childhood in a detention centre, locked up as a criminal, for a crime that they weren’t even convicted of, how would they feel and think? What kind of person would they be when they grow up? I am sure that they would feel hatred for the country which did this to them, therefore they always feel negative about that country.

My question is: wishing a new, fresh and a better life, how can that be a crime for any people to wish for? Why would people risk their life, and cross the seven seas in this horrible way to come and destroy somebody else’s life and their life?

If the government still believes that this idea is wrong, they could at least allow families with children to live in the civilized suburbs, along with tolerant Australian people. In this case they would also learn this great, multicultural culture of ours and also learn a new language.

This protects children from getting psychological problems which may appear in their future life.

Thanks for your valuable time. Sorry for my horrible hand writing and my grammar. I am a migrant and I wrote this letter before my friend leaves our multicultural school [for Canberra].

I wish that if you could, please respond to my point of view, if you have time.

A student at Holroyd High School, Sydney.

10 March 2004.

