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For immediate release
WELFARE AGENCIES CALL FOR CHILDREN TO BE RELEASED:

‘WE HAVE A BETTER WAY’

Major welfare agencies today welcomed HREOC’s ‘Report of the National Inquiry into Children in Immigration Detention’ which recommends alternatives to detention, developed by experts such as the Justice for Asylum Seekers (JAS) network, guide Australia’s management of people seeking asylum.

The Brotherhood of St Laurence, The Salvation Army and St Vincent de Paul have joined forces to develop a system of care for children and families outside of detention, based on their combined expertise in dealing with compliance cases and welfare provision.

“Our system, recognised by HREOC, will address the significant problems of the current system. We urge the Australian Government to stop the failed system of detention and adopt The Better Way of doing things,” John Wilson, acting Executive Director of the Brotherhood of St Laurence, said today.

“Enough damage has been done to children and their families, as detailed in HREOC’s report. It is now time to learn from this graceless period in our history and set our human rights record straight.

“Our proposal is not only humane – our principal concern – but it is cost effective and it doesn’t compromise Australia’s security and immigration processes. It has also been found to be 18 per cent cheaper then the current system.”

The Better Way, a report supported by 30 agencies that make up the JAS network, details an alternative to mandatory detention based on a prudent balance of caring for vulnerable people and proven compliance strategies.  After initial identity, security and health checks are made to identify bona fide asylum seekers, independent case management and ongoing risk assessments would ensure reasonable compliance mechanisms were in place while people waited in community settings for their claims to be processed. 

“Our political leaders must create a society of inclusion and we welcome a better way of dealing with children and families seeking asylum,” said John Dalziel of The Salvation Army.

“As welfare organisations and as people of good conscience, the fact that children and families are suffering in detention – many after fleeing dangerous situations – compels us to act.” 

The alternative system is principally designed to manage future arrivals and address problems in the current system. In the short term, it also has the potential to rectify the situation for smaller numbers of asylum seekers currently remaining in detention and to provide a solution for those asylum seekers the government cannot return. 

“The time has come to stop the injustice and damage that faces innocent children and families in detention,” said Syd Tutton from St Vincent de Paul.

“While the Government’s Residential Housing projects have been a step in the right direction, they replicate detention in other environments with unnecessary and costly 24 hour security presence and separate families.”

“Politicians can no longer deny the cruel and inhumane treatment that children in detention have experienced. Nor can they ignore the viable and effective alternative that welfare organisations have presented to them,” Mr Wilson said.

“All we ask for now is the political will and leadership to recognise that a new start is needed. We call for a refugee policy that Australia can be proud of again.” 

Media contacts: 

 Brotherhood of St Laurence: Michelle Low (03) 9483 1371 or 0413 948 535.

The Salvation Army: John Dalziel 0417 537 950
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