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ChilOut - Children Out of Immigration Detention
Media Release – for immediate release

17 February 2011

ChilOut calls for orphan asylum seeker to be released
ChilOut, a citizens' group campaigning for the release of all children from immigration detention, calls on the government to immediately release Seena, the eight-year-old boy orphaned in the Christmas Island asylum boat sinking.

Seena was brought to the mainland to attend the burial of his father this week. His mother’s body was never found. Seena is being returned to detention on Christmas Island, instead of being released to family members in Sydney.

“We hope that Minister Bowen takes a leaf out of Scott Morrison’s book by realising that he has shown a lack of compassion. To send an orphan child back to detention is extremely hard-hearted,” said ChilOut chair, Kate Gauthier.

“Other detained children have reported this poor eight-year old is so disturbed that he runs to the fence with every bus arrival, hoping that his dead parents will be on that bus. Detention is no place for any child, but it is clearly harmful to a recent orphan who needs specialised counselling.” Ms Gauthier said.

Seena is detained in the Construction camp on Christmas Island and being cared for by his grieving aunt Fatima. Seena slept alone in detention for more than six nights in Charlie compound until his extended family arrived on boat 222. His aunt said she was there two days before she was told of the tragedy and reunited with Seena. Fatima says the boy is self-harming and banging his head and kicking his legs. Seena is not attending school while in detention.

Lawyers and psychiatrists are currently working to halt the return of Seena, who as of 2pm has not caught his connecting flight from Perth to Christmas Island. An injunction is being sought on the grounds of child welfare and mental health needs.

“It is appalling that psychiatrists are forced to get an injunction to save this child from being sent back to detention, when it would be so easy for the Minister to ensure that he gets the support and counselling he needs in Australia. This once again shows the conflict of interest in the Minister being the guardian of unaccompanied minors in detention. How could any proper guardian do this to an orphan?” said Kate Gauthier.

ChilOut is calling for the immediate release of Seena and his remaining family. Many ChilOut supporters and concerned Australians have been calling the Prime Minister’s and Immigration Minister’s office to voice their concern. While fielding these calls, the Minister’s office has claimed that it was a professional decision taken by psychologists that Seena be returned to the carer who has been caring for him since the tragedy, and that he would be further harmed by being placed in the care of relatives he does not know.

“A professor of psychiatry has told ChilOut that a psychologist is not qualified to make that judgement, that there needs to be an assessment made by a child psychiatrist.” Ms Gauthier said.

ChilOut will continue to lobby and agitate until this child is released from detention. See our website for details: http://www.chilout.org/?news&nid=20 
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