Unaccompanied minors

Unaccompanied minors (UAMs) are people under the age of 18 who are not being cared for by a parent. Under the Immigration (Guardianship of Children) Act 1946 (IGOC Act) children who arrive in Australia without a parent are appointed a legal guardian. That person is the Minister for Immigration and Citizenship. 

All unaccompanied minors in detention for whom the Minister is guardian are moved to an alternative place of detention or released, if eligible on a bridging visa. 

Alternative places of detention are places like hotels that have been adapted for immigration detention. This means they have fences around them and the movement of the kids is highly restricted. 

ChilOut considers this arrangement unsatisfactory. 

Children in a Darwin hotel (and other facilities) have been waiting for six months for appropriate schooling. We estimate the number of children who have gone without schooling to be about 200.

As far as we can glean there are about 40–50 unaccompanied children in the ASTI hotel in Darwin. They are Afghanis, Iranian and Iraqi teenagers aged between 14 and 17.

For more information see:

Fact Sheet 69 - Caring for Unaccompanied Minors

http://www.immi.gov.au/media/fact-sheets/69unaccompanied.htm
